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The explosion of a surface microprotrusion under the action of a radio frequency electromagnetic field 

has been numerically simulated. It has been demonstrated that the microexplosion and the subsequent crater 
formation occur in much the same way as they do in the case of a dc field. The results obtained support the 
hypothesis that a dc vacuum breakdown and a breakdown initiated by an rf wave incident on a metal surface 
proceed by the same mechanism [1, 2]. 
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