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Use of Artificial Intelligence in Preparation
for Foreign Language Exam

The article is devoted to the use of artificial intelligence in preparation for foreign
language exams, in particular English. The article describes methods and tools for self-
training and application of Al in education. Specific examples are given for certain sections
of exams. The author analyzes the relevance and convenience of using Al in preparation.

Keywords: Artificial Intelligence; Speechace; ChatGPT; foreign language exams;
independent preparation for exams.

Currently, many people are engaged in preparation for exams in foreign
languages, English in particular, in order to obtain a certificate that they are
needed for exchange programs or employment. In addition to time necessary
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to attain a required level of language skills (2 years on average), you need to
master the exam format, which will take about half a year on top of your
linguistic training. Most often, there are special courses [1, p. 269] for a
particular exam or one-on-one teacher-led training. One way or another, the
student has to work independently as well, even if they go to classes or studies
with a personal tutor. In this case, websites for learning foreign languages and
YouTube are of immense help.

This was the case before, but in recent years, artificial intelligence saw
active development. One of its application area is education, where people are
now successfully using machine intelligence. There are reasons they are
popular at the moment: they are free, or at least more affordable than classes
and they are convenient for students [2] to find the information they need and
get feedback, which they cannot do so quickly and conveniently by simply
going online and entering their request. Also, every day there are more and
more trained Al models, which allows you to find the right tools for your tasks
and adapt to the difficulties in learning foreign languages and preparing for
exams. And nowadays exists a lot of services and tools to prepare for exams.
Having analyzed several popular Al-powered tools, the author will highlight
those, which will be successful to training your pronunciation and write skill
to exam.

The first service I want to highlight is «Speechace». This is a service that
allows you to train pronunciation independently, without the participation of
another person. It would seem that a few years ago, this could only be a dream,
because one of the main problems of learning English is pronunciation, which
is practiced only with another person, preferably a native speaker, in order to
receive feedback and hear correct speech. Now the interlocutor is replaced by
an artificially trained model, which was one of the first to appear at
«Speechace» [6].

This site uses its own model and, if desired, it can be integrated into your
products and used for your tasks, because they have an open source code,
which is very important for the development of this area.

The service has two main sites aimed at slightly different tasks and having
different implementations. Namely, the ability to choose what you will train
and in what format. In the first option, you have access to a set of topics for
practicing pronunciation (see Fig. 1), improving your vocabulary and grammar
level on the relevant topics. In it, a virtual interlocutor created using artificial
intelligence interacts with you. He asks you questions and explains the tasks.
This creates the feeling of a full-fledged conversation and increases efficiency
and involvement in the process. My experience has shown that this format
gives the greatest effect in improving your speech.
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Fig. 1. List of topics

Summary of scores Speechace CEFR IELTS PTE TOEFL TOEIC
Speechace Pronunciation /9
5 8 9 Fluency /9
E / Vocabulary 5.3/9
Grammar 5.7/9

Scoring guide

Descriptive feedback

Overall (5.8)

Can generally be understood while speaking but can mispronounce frequently. Demonstrates reasonable
fluency and coherence. Sometimes may hesitate while speaking due to inability to come up with appropriate
vocabulary or grammar. Has a reasonably high vocabulary and frequently uses uncommon idiomatic
structures. Generally uses good grammar while speaking but may make occasional mistakes.

Pronunciation

Uses a range of pronunciation features with mixed control. Shows some effective use of features but this is not
sustained. Can generally be understood throughout, though mispronunciation of individual words or sounds
reduces clarity at times.

Fluency
Capable of willing to speak at length, though may lose coherence at times due to occasional repetition, self-
correction or hesitation. Uses a range of connectives and discourse markers but not always appropriately.

Vocabulary (5.3)
Manages to talk about familiar and unfamiliar topics but uses vocabulary with limited flexibility. Attempts to
use paraphrase but with mixed success.

Grammar (5.7)

Fig. 2. Dialogue results
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The dialogue with the virtual assistant is built in a question-answer format,
that is, he asks you questions on a certain topic, and you must prepare your answer
in the allotted time, then record your answer and send it to the site. During the
preparation, grammar is trained and words on a specific topic are often
remembered, and when the recording is in progress — pronunciation and memory.
This allows you to take a comprehensive approach to preparing for oral exams
and get as close to reality as possible. Because this service is aimed specifically
at this section and was created based on exam formats such as IELTS.

At the end of the dialogue, you are shown the results (see Fig. 2) and scores
in accordance with the classification of various exams, such as IELTS and
TOEFL. You can look at your mistakes, identify weaknesses and listen to
yourself. The first time, I was very surprised by my results and pronunciation,
because when I speak, I may not notice many moments in my speech and not
attach importance to them, but when I listened to myself and saw the assessment
and highlighted errors, this allowed me to see them, analyze and correct them in
the future accordingly. This approach ensures the maximum result during
independent preparation, because you get the same feedback, only when viewing
the results of the analysis of artificial intelligence and listening to yourself.

The second site of this service also contains sections on various topics,
but with short phrases and individual words. In the process of passing the
section, you pronounce the specified phrases and immediately see the result.
Which I found very useful because you can listen to the «standard
pronunciation» [5] and then listen to yourself again. This allows you to
remember the pronunciation and accumulate words for the oral exam and
everyday dialogues. This format is aimed only at improving pronunciation,
which is one of the points of all oral exams.

The next Al that students are actively using now, including when
preparing for English exams, is Chat GPT [3]. This model has already become
so well-known for its effectiveness and accessibility that most likely everyone
has already used it.

In the process of preparing for the exam essay, you need to hone your skills
in the following areas: grammar, vocabulary, vocabulary, understanding the
structure of the exam, and others. Chat GPT can help with all this. Firstly, it will
suggest the correct structure for writing an essay for the exam and give examples,
secondly, it can be used as a simulator and hone your skills on it. By presenting
Chat GPT with a specific writing task, such as an essay Prompt from a past
Cambridge English exam [4], you can receive a model response that demonstrates
effective structure, language use, and coherence. The generated response can
serve as a reference point for your own writing, allowing you to analyze and
incorporate the strengths of the model into your own compositions. Moreover,
Chat GPT can offer synonyms, suggest improvements, and provide alternative
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sentence structures, helping you expand your vocabulary and improve your
overall language proficiency.

Another way to use «chat» is to improve your vocabulary. In the process
of communicating and preparing for the exam, together with «chat», you learn
new words by using them in your essays and looking at ready-made texts. In
addition, you can ask Chat GPT for synonyms and more interesting and
complex constructions to improve your language level, because this is an
important factor in the exam.

Chat GPT has the potential to revolutionize the way you prepare for the
Cambridge English exams, particularly in the writing section. By leveraging its
sophisticated language models and interactive conversational abilities, Chat GPT
can provide valuable support, feedback, and inspiration for your writing practice.
However, it is essential to keep in mind its limitations and exercise critical
thinking when utilizing the generated responses. By combining the strengths of
Chat GPT with traditional study methods, you can enhance your exam readiness,
expand your vocabulary, and improve your overall English proficiency.

Not everything is so perfect. There is also a bad example of artificial
intelligence being used in English test preparation tools. For example,
«Quizizz», where you can create a quiz by writing your answer and the
artificial intelligence will combine keywords to create a unique quiz. This is
bad because the quiz does not help you prepare for the English exam and
improve your English level, but there is another reason. Al Quizizz will do
almost all your work for you, do all the analysis of the answers in the quiz and
provide statistics on the answers, but this will not help identify your
weaknesses in preparing for English exams.

In conclusion, there are powerful tools available for studying and
assisting students; Al offers a variety of resources that students can utilize
when preparing for exams on their own. On the other hand, we now need to
integrate new technologies with traditional teaching and learning methods.
These are just tools, and without a proper strategy and system in place for
preparation, no one can pass their exams.
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N3yyenue 3ppeKTUBHBIX METOAUYECKHUX IIPUEMOB
3alIOMUHAHUSA JIEKCUYECKUX eJMHULl AHTJIUNCKOI0 A3bIKa
B TEXHUYECKOM YHUBepcHTeTe

B pabote 00cyxaatoTcss UTOTH MPAKTUKO-UCCIIEIOBATENFCKOTO IPOEKTA, BHIMIOTHEH-
HOTO B 00JIACTH TIeTarOTUKHU BBICIICH IIKOJIBI B TOMCKOM MOJIMTEXHUYECKOM YHUBEPCUTETE.
[TpoBeneHbl TEOpeTUYECKUE U3BICKAHNUS, pa3paboTaHa aHKETa U MPOBEICHO aHKETUPOBAHUE
cTyneHToB. OOCYKIAIOTCS pe3yIbTaThl aHKETUPOBAHUS, BBISBIICHHBIC METOIMYCCKUC TIPH-
eMbI pPabOTHI C IEKCUYECKUMU €IMHULIAMU aHTJIMICKOTO SI3bIKA.

KiroueBsbie ciioBa: JeKcUYeCcKue eUHUIIBI; 00YUYaIOIIUeCcs; aHTJIMUCKUH SI3bIK; TEXHU-
YECKUM YHUBEPCUTET; MPAKTUKO-UCCIEA0BATENIBCKOTO ITPOEKTA.

3alOMHUHAHKE JIEKCUYECKUX €AMHUL] THOCTPAHHOT'O SI3bIKa (B HAILIEM CIIy-
yae, aHIIMICKOr0) MOXKET MPEOCTaBIATh 3HAUNTEIbHbBIE TPYIHOCTH JUIsl 00Y-
yarouuxcs. Hama neneBast ayauTopusi — oOy4daroImecst ¢ poJHbIM PYCCKUM,
KAa3aXCKUM M KUTaWCKUM SI3bIKaMH, CTYAEHTHI, acUpaHThl TOMCKOro moJiv-
texuuueckoro ynupepcurera (TIIY). IlpenopaBarenu cuCTEMATU3UPYIOT
MHO>KECTBO MPUEMOB O3HAKOMJIEHUS M 3allOMMHAHUS JIEKCUUECKUX €IUHUIL
JUISL Pa3fIMYHBIX TPYyNN 00y4aroluxcs, OAHAKO, UHIMBHUIyalIbHbIE CTPATETUU
HAy4YeHHUs TaKXK€ BIMSIOT Ha 3PQPEKTUBHOCTb 3anlOMUHaHMs. VHAMBUIYaITb-
HbI€ CTPATErnH U CTPATETuu 00yUEHHUsI TO3BOJISIOT HaKaruMBaTh OaHK dPpdek-
TUBHBIX TPUEMOB 3allOMUHAHUSI JIEKCUKH, COOTHOCUTH PEKOMEHIYEMBIE
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