u mexzy lepmanueii u CHIA. Tor,
KTO OTKPOET U1t ce6s J0pory

B TOMCK, BO3BPAIAETCsA HA3]
BOCXMIIEHHBIH. [Tocre Moero Bu-
3UT4 €Ie 2 COTPYAHHKA II0COJb-
CTBA OKOHYFUIN SI3BIKOBBIE KYPChI
B Tomcke. Hemenkuit aiBokar, pa-
6oTaomuit B MOCKBE, TAKKE YIMI
pycckuit B ToMcKke.

Bckope MbI CMOKEM OpraHHu30-
BATh OOBEAUHEHNE HEMELKKX CTY-
JIEHTOB, KOTOPBIE O0Y4A/IICh

B ToMCKe.

K coxanenuto, Lufthansa, eiuHCT-
BEHHAS 3AM4/JHAs ABUAKOMIIAHHA,
MIMEIOIAsl My)KECTBO COBEPIIATH
TIpAMbIE PENCHI U3 3amaHoM E-
porsl B HOBOCHOMPCK, OTKA3/14Ch
OT TaKKX 11071€TOB. COTPYAHUKH
OECD wu3 I1apuska, KOTOpBIE TIPY-
neramm depe3 Ppankdypr u Ho-
BOCUOMPCK B TOMCK 1 KeIaromue
CEYaC MOCETUTD 3TOT TOPOI,
JIOJDKHBI TIPOJIEATh TPYAHBIN
TYTh, TAK KAK CEIYAC 3AMdHOEB-
PpOTENCKIE CAMONIETBI IPOJIETAIOT
Ha/1 3anagHoi CHOUPBIO HA BBICO-
te 10 000 M, Kora cesyior

B IIYHKTBI Ha3HAYCHUA B Asun. Of-
HaKO TOMCK OKyIaeT TaKoe CI0XK-
HOE TON/IaHHUE.

Hoxmop Mapmun Xexxep
Mocxgsa 18.06.98

Tonnomourwui Murucmp
Ilocomsemea I'epmanuu 6 Mockee

hy have you
(( decided to go to
Tomsk to learn

Russian? " - this question I heard
not only in Moscow, but also in
Tomsk. It is difficult for a
Moscovite to understand that, but
a Tomskian should at least guess
L.

In practice, the world-wide known
guidebook Lonely, published in
1996, warns those who wish to
visit Tomsk - the oldest university
city of Siberia, and describes it as
follows: earlier closed for the
foreigners, a center on manufac-

TOMCKMHM NOAMTEXHMUUYECKMUMH

ture of the nuclear weapon, which
has not conductive to visits from
the time of its opening. In 1993 an
explosion has contaminated an
area of 120 km2 with radiation, in
1994 Tomsk has become center of
a tuberculosis epidemic.

The negative representation has
not stopped OECD before realiza-
tion, together with regional
administration, of the interna-
tional conference on industrial
reconstruction directly in Tomsk
on June 3-5, 1997. The confer-
ence, in which I have taken part
as the chief of department of
economy and science of German
embassy in Moscow, has given
Tomsk area an opportunity to
show itself.

At this conference, in which
alongside with others, the Austrian
minister of foreign affairs, familiar
to me from New York, and the
ambassador of UNO Yankovich
took part, I have received the first
positive notion about Tomsk and
area. Later I frequently spoke
about it with German business-
men. However, being an Envoy in
Moscow embassy, and, thus an
office worker, I certainly do not
belong to a group of so necessary
investors.

At this conference in Tomsk I
have decided to make a contribu-
tion to my own knowledge,
namely in my knowledge of
Russian language. The four-week
stay in the autumn has given me
an opportunity to use that Tomsk
offers. Tomsk not without reason
is named as " Siberian Athens ".
Those who feels well in ancient
university cities, such as
Heidelberg or Tubingen,
Cambridge or Oxford, Prinston or
Berkley, at once feels themselves
at home in Tomsk. Facades of
public buildings in the "Classicism"
style, wooden laces on last century
houses, parks and avenues,
concert halls and theatres from




the first minutes show that Tomsk
is city, in which an European feels
perfectly, city in which a person is
readily immersed in university and
urban life. Here it is possible much
more effective to improve the
knowledge of Russian language
and culture, deeper to penetrate
into the life of Russian family and
the community.

I have achieved my object due to
the numerous favorable factors: a
hospitable, educated and
approachable family, perfect
teachers of TSU and TPU, and also
opened before me, as German
diplomat, door in cultural estab-
lishments.

For these four weeks in Tomsk I
heard German language only
occasionally, practically did not
speak German. However I did not
suffer from it.

The contacts did not represent
any problem. I should rather
struggle for some minutes of free
time to execute various home
tasks (preparation of reading,
retellings, grammatical exercises
and learning by heart).

More important, than language
lessons, there was an experience
in cultural environment: my life
among people, very advanced in
the intellectual plane, in the classi-
cally educated community, having
a good understanding in many
areas of the literatures and music
of XIX century.

The successful study of language
in Tomsk is also provided by
readiness to help, despite of non-
simple vital conditions of the
Russian people.

After my returning to Moscow, I
have discussed with the represen-
tative of DAAD, general secretary,
the professor Bergmann the prob-
lems, concerning organization of
one-year course on Russian
language and area studies for the
German students of economic
specialities (universities and tech-

nical high schools) in the next
year at one or two Siberian
universities . The professor
Bergmann, which well knows
Russia after study and long-term
work in Moscow, has accepted
this proposal. The purpose of a
such course should not be only
granting to the students of oppor-
tunities to improve their knowl-
edge of Russian, but also the possi-
bility to get acquainted with far,
from the Germans' point of view,
Siberian high schools and econ-
omy.

If we want to enter into further
business relations in Russia, we
should not rely only on the
Russians, who were trained in
Germany. The young German
generation is necessary for us,
which knows this country since
student years. For us, the Germans
of the post-war generation, there
was not difficult to send our
schoolboys and students to
France, the USA, England and
Spain. Russia, however, was the
unknown place for a long time.
Now Siberia is opened for us, and
for many inhabitants of Central
Europe this land is associated with
various emotions.

Those, who will finish the above-
mentioned one-year course in
Siberia (for example, one month
in Tomsk), will be less afraid with
preparation of a dissertation on a
theme connected to Russia, or
learning in Moscow, St.-Petersburg
or even in Tomsk.

Tomsk —

he

town,

pleasant for an
European
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The hard situation with a science
in Russia, being a consequence of
financial problems in the state,
makes conditions of study in
Russia not too attractive for the
foreigners, however it leads to the
more attentive attitude to the
coming students. I have found out,
that the desire of cooperation
with Europe after all closed years,
in Tomsk is much greater, than we
usually have in our country, where
the international relations
frequently turn to routine. In
Tomsk it is possible to expect not
only high level of the competence
of high schools, but also high
readiness for cooperation.

Mr. Alexander Fritsler, the chief of
Russian-German center at TPU,
the professor Alfred Dulzon - the
vice-rector of TPU, the professor
Mikhail Nikitin - the director of
physic-mathematical branch and
the accredited representative of
DAAD, are competent not only in
their areas, they also well know
German universities. If everything
will turn out well with realization
of one-year courses this or next
year in Tomsk, it will result in
occurrence of a new element
connecting Germany and the
oldest university city of Siberia.
Besides it is essential that at the
university there are many business
initiatives, which are supported by
those, who are about thirty years
old or a little more. I mean, for
example, Oleg Zhiganov, who
worked in technical organization
of OECD conference, founded a
consulting bureau (TOKKO) after
his study and practice in the
administration of Dortmund. The
bureau distributes various equip-
ment from Germany, namely:
pumps, independent heating
installations, equipment for pig-
breeding farms. In addition, annu-
ally a large industrial delegation
from Tomsk participates in
Hannover fair.

u I'epmanus

That is more attractive, it is an
impression of the opened - in all
senses - city with a university
climate, which, however, had diffi-
culties, in comparison with
Oxford, Cambridge, Stanford and
Heidelberg, on realization of its
favorable conditions for coopera-
tion earlier. For some decades
being the closed city for the
foreigners, Tomsk has lacks and
advantages, associated with its site.
It is necessary to give our counte-
nance to the pearl, hidden in
Siberia, which is located far from
large transport routes. These
"Siberian Athens " deserve our
interest, even if the flight from
Central Europe to the next city of
Novosibirsk (about 200 km from
Tomsk) takes up 7 hours, and the
difference in time is so great, as
between Germany and the USA.
Those, who open for him a way to
Tomsk, come back with admira-
tion from there. After my visit, two
more employees of our embassy
have finished language courses in
Tomsk. A German lawyer working
in Moscow also learned Russian in
Tomsk.

Soon we can organize the associa-
tion of the German students,
which were trained in Tomsk.
Unfortunately, Lufthansa (the
unique western airline having
courage to make direct flights
from Western Europe to
Novosibirsk) has given up such
flights. The members of the OECD
staff from Paris, who flied to
Tomsk via Frankfurt and
Novosibirsk, and wishing now to
visit this city, should do a trudge.
Now West-European planes fly
over Western Siberia at height of
10,000 km, when proceed to their
Asian destinations. However
Tomsk is worth of such a difficult
way.

Dr. Martin Hacker,

proxy minister

of embassy of Germany in Moscow.
180698 :




