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Organising A Student’s Language Club

This article is dedicated to organisational and educational aspects of hosting an Eng-
lish club at a university. The material for the work was gathered during sessions of such a
club at Tomsk Polytechnic University. This study resulted in listing some of the meeting
formats and practical recommendations.
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This work, describing the experience of organising an English Language
club by means of students and student unions, has mostly practical signifi-
cance. Universities’ teachers might find it useful in terms of new ways to in-
teract with those who learn English language, and students might use afore-
mentioned experience to make a club like that of TPU at their home university.

The methods used in this work include survey, interview, descriptive re-
search, deductive method.

This work is based on the analysis of the club’s meetings in the 2021/2022
studying year and half of the autumn semester of 2022/2023 studying year,
resulting in more than twenty-five meetings total. Some statistics, feedback
and survey results were obtained via the club’s chat in social network VKon-
takte (145 members so far) [2].

The results of the research include a description of various sessions held
by organisers of the club, a survey on students’ attitude to learning English and
participating in the club’s events, in particular. Moreover, some recommenda-
tions on how to manage this kind of activity were given.

At Tomsk Polytechnic University there is a number of student unions cov-
ering many fields of students’ lives, from sports to studies, from entertainment
to volunteering. One of such unions is a so-called Commission on the quality
of education [1]. The English club is an ongoing project of the Commission,
established more than three years ago, and the whole staff has changed since
then as students graduated or left the club for some reasons. Correspondingly,
different types of meetings were tried, including lesson, movie club, book club,
PowerPoint Party, quest and others. Still, the general formula of the club stays
the same with the main idea being to let people talk in English as much as they
need in a friendly environment, therefore breaking down the language barrier.
According to the survey, these are the features that students value the most

(Fig. 1).
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| want to learn something new

| want to have more speaking

; 10 (83,3 %)
practice

| want to have fun 9 (75 %)

Meet new people

Fig. 1. Results of the survey on why students visit the club

The meetings of the club are held in coworking spaces at TPU and some
classrooms of the university. Nonetheless, students from other universities of
Tomsk visit the club’s events, too. Most visitors are first-year students (58,3%)
or masters (25%), and the average level of English is Intermediate (Fig. 2).

@ | don't know
@ A1-A2 (Elementary)
B1-B2 (Intermediate)

‘ @ C1-C2 (Advanced)

Fig. 2. Results of the survey on what is students’ level of English

In 2022/2023 autumn term club’s staff consists of seven organisers, six
of whom study as bachelors and one as post graduate.

The following part describes different activities performed by the English
Language club. They are divided into three logical and chronological parts
since every semester new ideas were brought to the club and put in action.

The first format of activity is the most traditional one, being basically
lessons, yet held in informal style. Students were divided into groups by their
level of English — no entry tests were held to prove that level, it was up to
students to decide what group to attend — and each group had its tutor chosen
among the student union’s members. Each of them prepared their own plans
for lessons, therefore they varied a lot. The common thing for every student-
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teacher was that they had to make presentations and explain some topics or
give useful information and expressions. Some tutors aimed to prepare students
for upcoming tests they were obliged to take at regular classes. As for the club
itself, students did not have to take any exams and they got no marks. It
matches with the idea to give people freedom from strict control, which is ap-
preciated by the members of the club [3]. However, this form of work turned
out to be unsuccessful due to several reasons.

To begin with, it appeared that even though meetings were held in atypi-
cal informal style, the fact that they still looked like lessons with grammar rules
and expressions made them unattractive to some students. According to the
survey, the second most popular reason for students to come to the club is to
have fun (Fig. 1), which does not match with the idea of attending lessons in
any form.

Another key problem was the size of the groups. Students were divided
into parties of up to seven persons in each, which is fine for regular lessons
with teachers and tutors but not sufficient for the club. As it was mentioned,
students want to have fun and, also according to the survey, meet new people.
For these reasons, bigger groups are preferable.

As a result, by the end of the term the attendance dropped so low that
occasionally meetings had to be cancelled.

Given that, it was decided to change the approach to the meetings next
semester. For instance, a new form was brought into action — a plot-based
quest. This event consisted of a number of smaller activities, which included
educational exercises along with entertaining tasks, all tied together by a story
about spies and mafia. Students were divided into several teams and offered to
solve riddles, spell tongue-twisters, go through an obstacle course and decipher
a message leading them to prizes. In addition to involving every member of a
team into play, a competitive element was brought by setting time limits and
prizes. In the end, despite the positive feedback received from attendants, there
still were two problems. The event was amusing, but it was not as useful for
learning language as it could be because of the format itself. Moreover, due to
the irregular character of meetings during that term, the number of students
participating in such a laborious event was lower than the predicted one.

In order to avoid these deficiencies in the autumn semester of the
2022/2023 studying year, it was decided to reorganise the club, and prepara-
tions started in August. A structured lesson plan has been drawn up for the
whole term. The plan included meetings of a formal nature (preparation for the
TPU Certificate Exam in English, Rules of English Communication, Debates
in English) as well as of an entertaining nature (Book club, Movie club, Pow-
erPoint Party) in order to meet the needs of each of the English club members.
Despite the presence of formal classes in the plan, they were «very funny» and
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equally interesting for the students, according to the chat [2]. A lesson called
the Debate club, where students were divided into «pros» and «consy» teams
and argued different points of view on a particular topic, is a good example.
This activity is best suited for students with a high level of English, as they are
given tasks of increased complexity and a sufficiently large vocabulary is re-
quired. However, as experience has shown, even students with lower English
level (Elementary, 25% of the survey participants) were able to take part in the
debate process and were fully satisfied.

As for entertaining activities, which are at the top of the list according to
the English club members, the most memorable meeting at the time of writing
this article is «PowerPoint Party». The format of this event requires students
to come with their presentations on various topics, demonstrate them and an-
swer guestions from the audience. It sounds simple enough, yet amusing and
easy to implement. The advantage of this kind of event is that the students
prepare their own presentations on topics appealing to them, speak to the public
and interact with others in English. Moreover, it pays off to give visitors op-
portunities to express themselves creatively — this way the club becomes more
participant-centred and students feel themselves as a part of it [3].

To sum up, a well-structured plan of activities yielded a positive result.
Students started to attend the club’s meetings more regularly (the average num-
ber of participants increased by 47% in comparison to the previous year), there
were dedicated members who did not miss any meeting. Such students are
awarded with a giveaway every month. Additionally, more positive feedback
was sent to the chat. According to the quantity of the chat’s members, it can be
said that the popularity of the English Language club has increased twice since
the last year (from 73 to 145 members) [2], bringing in more new students and
various collaborations with other universities’ organisations.

In brief, there are several recommendations to follow when organising a
language club. It is important to set the main idea right from the start, deciding
whether the club will be more entertaining or educating. In any case, the club
should be a place with an informal atmosphere, where students can express
themselves, likely in a creative way. However, coming up with a structured
plan and a regular schedule proves to be effective. In addition, awarding stu-
dents who have visited all scheduled meetings and shown themselves active
participants might become an encouraging tradition.

To conclude, organising a language club at university provides great
learning and social opportunities. It allows tutors to try new and promising
formats, inspiring students to learn a new language or develop their skills.

66



Jlutepartypa

1. Commission on the quality of education — official public page.
2015-2022. — Retrieved from: https://vk.com/kkotpu (date of access:
05.11.2022). — Text: electronic.

2. English Club TPU - chat. 2019-2022. — Retrieved from:
https://vk.me/join/AJQ1d3i3jx2ROH623QRfLpCh (date  of  access:
05.11.2022). — Text: electronic.

3. English clubs. — 2014. — Retrieved from: https://www.teachingeng-
lish.org.uk/article/english-clubs (date of access: 05.11.2022). — Text: elec-
tronic.

Hayu. pyk: Akcénosa H.B., k-1 ¢uo:n. H., got.

IO.E. Yexaposa
Tomckuti 20cy0apcmeeHtblil neda202uiecKull YHusepcumem

Coo10aeHue NMPUHIMAIIOB 9KBUBAJICHTHOCTH U aICKBAaTHOCTH
Ipu 1nnepesoic TCpMUHOB peFI/IOHaJILHOﬁ MUIEeBOM NMPOMBIIIIVICHHOCTH

B crathe paccMOTpeHBI OCOOCHHOCTH IMEPEBO/Ia TEPMUHOB B HAYYHO-TEXHHUYECKUX
TEKCTaX, B T.4. ONPE/ICICHBI ITapaMeTPhl SKBUBAJTEHTHOCTH U a/ICKBATHOCTH ITPH TIEPEBOJIE.
OmnpeneneHbl OCHOBHBIE THUIIBI MIEPEBOAUECKUX PEIICHUH MPH Tiepeiade TEPMUHOB PETHO-
HaJIbHOW NUILEBOW MPOMBIIUIEHHOCTH Ha MaTepuasie TeKCTOB MUIIEBON MPOIYKIUU KOM-
nanuu OO0 «Co3zse3aue Cubupuy», r. Tomck).

KitoueBble c0Ba: TEPMHUHBI MUIIEBON MPOMBIIUIEHHOCTH; MEPEBOJUYECKUE TpaHC-
(dbopmanmu; SKBUBAIEHTHOCTb, 3JICKBATHOCTb.

Hay4Ho-TeXHUYeCKUI CTUIIb BOSHUK M HA4aJl pa3BUBATHCS C MOSIBICHUEM
TEXHUKH, a TaKxke ¢ (GOpMHUpPOBaHUEM pa3HOOOpa3HbIX obnacteit Hayku. C ne-
ATEIbHOCTBIO YEJIOBEKa MOsIBUIIACh HEOOXOIUMOCTh Pa3BUTHSI U OCYILIECTBIIE-
HUA MEePEeBOJa HAYYHO-TEXHUYECKOUN JIEKCUKH M TEPMUHOJIOTUH B Pa3TUYHBIX
a3bIKax. B 3Tol paboTe pedb MOMAET O pyCCKOM M aHTJIMMCKOM si3bIKax. Jluis
TOTO 4YTOOBI OCYIIECTBJISATh KAu€CTBEHHBIM IMEPEBOJI HAYYHO-TEXHUYECKUX
TEKCTOB, HEOOXOJUMO HE TOJBKO UMETh JIOCTATOYHOE BIIAJCHHE TEPMUHOJIO-
rueil, HO ¥ UMEeThb OOITUPHBIC TTO3HAHUS U3 PA3HBIX 00JACTAX U OBITH JOCTA-
TOYHO MOJKOBaHHBIM.

TepMHUHOIOTMYECKUM CIOBaM XapaKTEPHBI CIEAYIOLINE KPUTEPUU: OT-
CYTCTBHE IKCTIpeccuu, 6€33MOIMOHATILHOCTh U OJTHO3HAYHOCTH [cp. 3]. B Poc-
CUU Hay4HbIN CTWIIb Haual 3apoxaarbes B XVIII B., korga aBropsl Hauanu pas-
BHUBAaTh PYCCKYI0 cucteMy TepMUHOB. iImeHnHo M. B. JIoMOHOCOB a1 TOJTYOK
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