O¢ddexTuBHAsT HAyUHAs U JIeJ0Basi KOMMYHHUKAIMS HEBO3MOKHA O€3 3Ha-
HUS MIPaBUJI U IPUEMOB TOJITOTOBKH MMyOJIUYHOTO BBICTYIUICHHS, CTPATETUN U
TaKTHK PEYEBOr0 IOBE/CHHUS, BHIPAOOTAHHBIX HABBIKOB BEIACHHS IHANIOTA,
JUCKYyCCUU U T. 1. TeMbl, Ipeuiaraeémble JJisi COCTaBJIEHUS OPATOPCKON peuH,
JOJDKHBI OBITH OJIM3KH CTyICHTaM, Hanpumep, « Hetipocemu: 310 unu 61a2o0? »,
«Kax usmenam mup mexuonoeuu 6yoyueco?» u nop. bakamaBpam HeoOxo-
JIMMO HE TOJIBKO MOJATOTOBUTH BBICTYILJICHUE, HO U CJ€JaTh BUACO3ANNUCH IS
MOCJIETYIOLIEr0 CaMOaHaIn3a.

Takum 06pa3oM, O1aroaapst BHITIOTHEHUIO CEMECTPOBBIX 3aJJaHUN TTPOUC-
XOJIUT paclIMpeHre U yriryOieHue 3HaHuii 00y4daroImxcs B IpoLecce u3yye-
HUS BOIIPOCOB, CBSI3aHHBIX C KYJIbTYPOU peuu, OBJIaJCHUS HOPMAMU PYCCKOTO
JUTEPATYPHOTO SI3bIKA, PA3BUTHS HABBIKOB TPAMOTHON YCTHOM U MMCbMEHHOU
KOMMYHUKAIIUH.
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AJL Bypan

Hayuonanvuwiii uccneoosamenvckuii
Tomckuti nonumexHuyecKuil yHugepcumem

Task-based approach: for and against

This paper deals with the problem how to motivate students to learn the English
language. We refer to task-based approach. We focus on different types of tasks that help
students improve their knowledge of English through communication and collaboration
with others. We observe how to plan the lesson using six types of tasks to improve speaking
skills, get a foreign language fluency in an easy and an exciting way.

Keywords: task-based learning; task; communicative approach; collaboration; facilitator.
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The tasks take the central part in the learning activity. Task-based
approach was first introduced by N. Prabhu [2]. It is focused on the idea that
effective learning is only possible when students pay attention to the language
task, but not on the language.

The first researchers of task-based approach are N.S. Prabhu, D. Nunan
and J. Willis. They wanted to find an alternative for teachers of English who
were eager to change the way they taught the English language.

D. Nunan uses the word «task» instead of «activity». He defines a task as
«a piece of classroom work which involves learners in comprehending,
manipulating, producing or interacting in the target language while their
attention is principally focused on meaning rather than formy» [1].

J. Willis says «the aim of tasks 1s to create a real purpose for language use and
to provide a natural context for language study» [3]. In the model of task-based
learning described by Jane Willis, the traditional lesson, including presentation,
practice, production has changed greatly. The students start with the task.

The model of task-based learning has three parts: pre-task, task cycle and
language focus. The topic and the tasks are given to learners at the pre-task
phase, students try to catch the explanations. In the task cycle students do the
task in pairs while the teacher monitors. Students start preparing to report to
the whole group and some pairs present their tasks or exchange the information
and compare the results. The teacher’s feedback comes when the learners need
it to fulfil the task. The final part is language focus. Now students practice
words, phrases patterns and drills. In this approach tasks are considered as
things that people do in everyday life.

Willis proposes six types of tasks in task-based teaching:

1. Listing tasks. Students create a list of items, people, places, actions,
questions or topics (a list of holiday activities, questions for a hotel manager,
things they can find in different places, such as in a wardrobe, in a bathroom,
on the beach).

2. Sorting and ordering. Learners work in pairs and make a list of things
in order of importance (the best ways to learn English, the best kinds of
travelling). Then students rank the items by importance, taking into account
their interests or values).

3. Comparing. Students match non-verbal texts or photos and their verbal
descriptions, find similarities and differences between texts or photos, compare
two stories, two pictures, two systems of education, different ways of drinking
tea, coffee in some countries, how people travel).

4. Problem-solving. Learners can give a tip to solve any personal
problem, can also create crosswords or predict the ending.

5. Sharing personal experience. Students share their opinions about
interesting people, hobbies, discuss their points of view; describe their opinions
about years in a kindergarten, terrible journeys and embarrassing moments.
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6. Creative tasks. These tasks can differ from writing a letter, a poem, a
song, a story, a play to creating a newspaper, a video, a plan, an excursion, a
radio or a TV show [3].

Students of Tomsk polytechnic university who study English in a certain
major (e.g., nuclear power, computer science) want to study particular topics
in their field. Now we’ll give an example of the task.

Global warming.

Investigate and discuss the causes and impacts of global warming,
alternative sources of energy, decide if global warming is a myth or the truth. The
following aspects can be discussed in regard to global warming. Consider these
aspects in your groups: destruction of the ozone layer (the main problems and the
solutions); acid rain (the causes of acid rain); deforestation (the reasons and the
effects of destroying tropical rainforests); extinction of wild animals (species that
are extinct and endangered species); water pollution (contamination by
chemicals); there are no borders for waste (current situation); greenhouse effect
(its impact on the environment). Students do Internet research on the chosen topic
and create a presentation. They have to provide information on the topic. First
learners select their own specific topic, study the vocabulary and create and
present their topic. After the presentation students ask and answer the questions.

To improve speaking skills storytelling tasks can be used in the
classroom, such as circle fairy tales; chain stories; picture stories; telling about
something; describing feelings, emotions, opinions and attitudes to events;
sharing experiences (Have you ever...flown by plane; had a pet; met a famous
person; been to Moscow).

To practice grammar, e.g. present simple tense students conduct a survey.
The survey can be about the most popular hobby or about spending their free
time. Learners make questions, ask them to each other and prepare a report
about the results of the survey, e.g. «One of us; two of us; none of us...».

The advantages of task-based learning (TBL).

1. A student is in the centre of the learning process, a teacher is a facilitator.
Learners choose the content of the task and they are not afraid to make mistakes.
Students take the leading role in the learning process; they choose not only the
content, but also the linguistic forms while performing a task.

2. TBL can change the way of teaching from getting abstract knowledge
to using necessary skills in a real life. Students can have live communication;
they do not learn linguistic rules.

3. Language becomes a tool for learners, not a goal.

4. As a communicative approach is in the centre of attention, students
spend most of time communicating.

5. TBL improves different skills.

6. It motivates students and makes lessons interesting.
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The disadvantages of task-based learning.

1. Teachers can’t imagine what language the students will use to complete
the task, so it is almost impossible to plan the lesson, so the teacher must be
flexible and sensitive to individual differences. Each student is unique and
works in a different way. The teacher should offer a variety of activities which
will suit learners’ styles. The lesson is focused on the presenting of a task and
the language used in the ESL classroom is provided by the activity of students
completing the task.

2. TBL requires a lot of time to prepare a task and to complete it.

Doing the task can take more time than it was planned. If students need to
prepare a play, an excursion, a radio or a TV show, they will do it after the class.

The present paper offered teachers and students some theoretical knowledge
and practical exercises to understand what task-based learning is. Task-based
learning is an approach to language learning where students are given interactive
tasks. They become central components in the language classroom because the
tasks provide better contexts to activate learner motivation and acquisition
process. In order to do this, they have to communicate and collaborate with others.
As soon as the task is done, the teacher discusses the language used. We have
found out that this approach has more advantages than disadvantages and creates
a more student-centred environment in the ESL classroom.
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T.P. Banwvko

Mocrkoeckuii 2ocyoapcmeeH bl TUHSBUCTIUYECKULL YHUBEPCUMem

Pakypc u3y4yeHus CHHTAKCHCA OHJIATH-KOMMYHUuKauuu Web 2.0

Web 2.0 npeamnoiiaraeT y4acTue Mojb30BaTeliell B CO3JaHUU KOHTEHTA, YTO MPUBEIIO
K COCYIIIECTBOBAHHUIO B SKOCHCTEME OHJIAWH KOMMYHHUKAIMU (OpM TpaauIIMOHHOTO JHC-
Kypca U HOBOT'O THIIa AUCKYPCa, BOSHUKILIETO U CYIIECTBYIOLIET0 UCKIIOUUTEIHHO OHJIAIH.
AKTyaHBHO COIIOCTABUTCIIBHOC U3YYCHUC UX CUHTAKCUYCCKUX XaPAKTCPUCTUK.

KiroueBwie cnoBa: oHymaitH kommyHuKanus Web 2.0; uHbOpMaIIMOHHO-HOBOCTHOM
OHJIAlH JHMCKYPC; COMOCTABUTENHHOE U3YUYCHHE CHHTAKCHCA; UCKOHHO ITU(MPOBBIE MEINa;
OHJIal{H BEPCUU TPATUIIMOHHBIX Mera
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